Bandana-Guide
EDUCATIOINAL FUNDRAISER
FOOD-SAFETY




Here is a comprehensive list of practical, high-impact ways that Food Pantry Directors and Homeless Shelter Directors can get the word out and distribute their unique National FOOD-SAFETY Bandana-Guide Educational Fundraiser Codes to their communities.



WAYS TO PROMOTE + DISTRIBUTE FUNDRAISER CODES
(Simple, real-world tactics designed for directors with limited time and staffing.)




1. Email & Text Outreach

Email Blasts
· Send to all current pantry/shelter clients, volunteers, donors, partner churches, civic groups, and local agencies.
· Include a short explainer + the Code + a link to use it.
· Ask partners to forward the email to their own lists.

SMS Text Trees / Remind Apps
· Many shelters and pantries use text alerts—include the Code with a simple “Use this to support our organization!”


2. Social Media (High Reach, Zero Cost)
· Facebook (the most effective platform for local nonprofits)
· Instagram
· X/Twitter
· Threads
· Neighborhood-based groups (Buy Nothing, Community Boards, Mutual Aid Groups)
· Local “Community News” pages

Tip: Provide partners with a ready-to-post graphic + the Code.


3. Website & Online Presence
· Post a banner on the pantry/shelter website homepage.
· Add the Code to the “Donate” page.
· Include a rotating slider graphic with the Code.

	
Ashland, Wisconsin 54806 – (715) 209-1603 – www.Bandana-Guide.com – BandanaGuide@gmail.com 


4. Local Media (Free Publicity)

Public Service Announcements (PSAs)
· Local radio stations
· Local TV news
· Community cable channels
· College radio stations
· Minority-community media outlets
(They love broadcasting community benefit programs.)

Local Newspapers
· Community newspaper brief
· Human-interest feature
· Local business journal
· Neighborhood newsletters


5. Chamber of Commerce & PRO-SET Partners
· Chambers can share the Code in:
· Chamber e-blasts
· Member newsletters
· Chamber social feeds
· Networking breakfasts
· Add the Code to PRO-SETs (Professional-Set Contacts) to reach:
· Restaurants
· Food distributors
· Grocery stores
· Caterers
· Hotels
· Event venues
· School foodservice departments


6. In-Person Distribution

Pantry Pickup Days / Meal Service Lines
· Post signs at the entrance.
· Put Codes on half-sheets or tear-offs.
· Volunteers can hand out slips.
· Put Codes on table tents or wall posters.

Partner Drop-Off Sites· Job centers
· Group homes
· After-school programs
· Parks & recreation offices


· Libraries
· Churches
· Community centers
· Senior centers

7. Schools & Youth Programs
· Send to local:
· Schools (K–12)
· FFA/CTSO chapters
· PTO/PTA groups
· School wellness committees
· High school service clubs
· Request administrators to share the Code with students and families.
· Add the fundraiser to school newsletters and parent email systems.


8. Corporate & Business Outreach
· Post the Code in employee breakrooms.
· HR departments can share it internally (safety-themed fundraisers get extra support).
· Ask local employers to include the Code in their employee newsletters.


9. Faith Community Networks
· Pastors, rabbis, imams, and lay leaders can:
· Announce the Code during services
· Add it to weekly bulletins
· Send it to their email lists
· Encourage youth groups to participate


10. Community Flyers & Signs
· Posters and bulletin boards at:
· Laundromats
· Grocery stores
· Gas stations
· Cafés and diners
· Dollar stores
· Apartment leasing offices
· Health clinics
· Pharmacies
· Dental/Medical waiting rooms


11. Food-Related Businesses

This is especially aligned with the FOOD-SAFETY theme. Ask them to:
· Post the Code by cash registers
· Add it to customer receipts
· Share on their social media
· Put it on menus or table tents
· Include in take-out bags

12. Volunteer Networks
· Volunteers often have massive personal networks.

Give them a ready-made script + graphic to post and text to others.


13. Board of Directors
· Board members can distribute Codes to:
· Their workplaces
· Their social groups
· Other nonprofits
· Professional associations
· Their LinkedIn connections


14. Partnerships with Health Departments
· County health inspectors and educators can share the Codes during:
· Food handler classes
· Restaurant inspections
· Food safety training events


15. Community Events
· Farmers markets
· Health fairs
· Safety fairs
· Back-to-school events
· Community festivals
· Local craft fairs

Create a simple “Bandana-Guide Fundraiser” table display with Code handouts.
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